ITALIANS   IN   EXILE

wages away from us, it makes us soldiers - and what for?
What is government for?'

4Have you been a soldier?* I interrupted him.

He had not, none of them had: that was why they could
not really go back to Italy, Now this was out; this
explained partly their curious reservation in speaking about
their beloved country. They had forfeited parents as well
as homeland.

'What does the Government do? It takes taxes; it has
an army and police, and it makes roads. But we could do
without an army, and we could be our own police, and we
could make our own roads. What is this Government?
Who wants it? Only those who are unjust, and want to
have advantage over somebody else. It is an instrument
of injustice and of wrong.

'Why should we have a Government? Here, in this
village, there are thirty families of Italians, There is no
government for them, no Italian Government, And we
live together, better than in Italy. We are richer and
freer, we have no policemen, no poor laws. We help each
other, and there are no poor.

'Why are these Governments always doing what we
don't want them to do? We should not be fighting in the
Cirenaica if we were all Italians. It is the Government
that does it They talk and talk and do things with us: but
we don't want them/

The others, tipsy, sat round the table with the terrified
gravity of children who are somehow responsible for things
they do not understand. They stirred in their seats, turn-
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